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Content Management Systems (CMS)

A content management system (CMS) is a system used to manage the content of a Web site.
Content management systems are deployed primarily for interactive use by a potentially large
number of contributors. For example, the software for the website Wikipedia is based on a wiki
CMS system, which is a particular type of content management system. For the purposes of this
page, Content Management means Web Content Management. Other related forms of content
management are listed below.

The content managed includes computer files, image media, audio files, electronic documents
and web content. The idea behind a CMS is to make these files available inter-office, as well as
over the web. A Content Management System would most often be used as an archive as well.
Many companies use a CMS to store files in a non-proprietary form. Companies use a CMS to
share files with ease, as most systems use server-based software, even further broadening file
availability. As shown below, many Content Management Systems include a feature for Web
Content, and some have a feature for a "workflow process".

"Work flow" is the idea of moving an electronic document along for either approval, or for
adding content. Some Content Management Systems will easily facilitate this process with
email notification, and automated routing. This is ideally a collaborative creation of documents.
A CMS facilitates the organization, control, and publication of a large body of documents and
other content, such as images and multimedia resources.

Here are some links to popular open source CMS:

Joomla Mambo

Version 1.0.13 Version 4.6.3
www.joomla.org source.mambo-
foundation.org

Front Page

Admin Login Front Page
Username- Admin Login
admin Username-

Password- demo admin
Passworddemo



http://www.joomla.org/
http://demo.opensourcecms.com/joomla/
http://demo.opensourcecms.com/joomla/administrator/
http://source.mambo-foundation.org/
http://source.mambo-foundation.org/
http://demo.opensourcecms.com/mambo/
http://demo.opensourcecms.com/mambo/administrator/

What are the benefits?

A content management system makes life much easier in many ways:

e You are no longer dependent on the web designers making changes for you.

e Changes can be made any time they are needed, day or night. This is
increasingly important as your business comes to rely on the website as a
communications channel.

o All the technical details are simply handled by the CMS, allowing anyone to
manage and update the site.

o Multiple staff can keep the site up to date, instead of being restricted to just
one person. The CMS will track who is doing what, avoiding potential confusion.

e You can even ensure that each staff person can only update the sections of the
site they are responsible for.

e The CMS ensures that all the pages are consistent in design, and will build all
the menus and other navigation for you.

e The many other powerful features of the CMS allows the site to grow in sync
with your business.

And the cost?

The good news is that a lightweight CMS, suitable for a modest-sized website, is not
expensive. It can be as low as a few thousand dollars, or simply a complementary part
of the web design project.

Of course, if your site is larger, or has complex requirements, the cost of a matching
CMS will also grow. After all, you get what you pay for.



